
January 12, 2021

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and conference call due to
COVID-19 on Tuesday, January 12, 2021, at 9:00 A.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Councilman Allen
W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw. Councilman,
Councilman Robin Turner, Milton W. Troy, II was on the conference call. Also present
were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney,
Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not
present and duly notified.

Vice-Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd
to lead the Invocation, after which she welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

The County Attorney asked Mr. Robin Turner to come forward to be sworn in as the
newly elected Marion County Councilman for District #6.

The County Attorney told Council that the election of officers is now open.

The County Attorney opened the floor for nominations of Chairman. Motion was made
by Councilman Floyd and seconded by Councilman Shaw to nominate Mr. John Q.
Atkinson, Jr. for Chairman. There being no other nominations, the motion carried
unanimously.

The County Attorney opened the floor for nominations of Vice-Chairman. Motion was
made by Councilman Shaw and seconded by Councilman Foxworth to nominate Mrs.
Elista H. Smith for Vice-Chairman. There being no other nominations, the motion
carried unanimously.

The County Attorney opened the floor for nominations of Chaplain. Motion was made
by Councilman Shaw and seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith to nominate Mr. Allen
W. Floyd for Chaplain. There being no other nominations, the motion carried
unanimously.

Mr. John Q. Atkinson, Jr. thanked Council for their vote of confidence. Mr. Atkinson
also thanked former Chairman, Mr. Buddy Collins, for his leadership and guidance
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during his tenure on Council. Mr. Atkinson welcomed newly elected council member,
Mr. Robin Turner.

The County Attorney administered the oath of office to Chairman John Q. Atkinson, Jr.,
Vice-Chairperson Elista H. Smith, and Chaplain Allen W. Floyd.

Vice-Chairperson Smith thanked Council for their vote and support.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 8,
2020.

The Administrator recommended adopting a resolution for the Marion High School
Football Team for winning the state championship. Motion was made by Councilman
Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.
.
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper stated that
work on the Britton’s Neck Training Ground is progressing. Mr. Harper told Council
that bids will be open today at 2:00 pm regarding the Detention Center expansion.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper stated that the
2nd phase of the vaccine has begun. He stated that MUSC has contacted the County to
find out how many employees would be interested in taking the vaccine.

The Administrator told Council that visitation will be held tonight for Sheriff Deputy
David Price who was killed in the line of duty.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to reauthorize the declaration of a Local
State of Emergency for Marion County due to the threats posed by COVID-19 for the
next 90 days. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman
Floyd, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator asked Council to consider holding one meeting per month due to the
rising of COVID-19 cases. Mr. Harper answered questions from Council members on
how the process work regarding sick leave versus annual leave if an employee gets the
virus.

The Administrator told Council that the County will be hiring someone to supervise the
prison camp trustees in picking up litter on County roads. A County truck will be used
and labeled “Beautification and Litter Control”. Mr. Harper stated that this will give
exposure to the public to see that something is being done throughout the County. He
stated that this is not a new position. It is the bus driver’s position that will be transferred.
Mr. Harper stated that the County has also included the mosquito application
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responsibilities in the job description. This will allow the County to have a certified
person to complete the paperwork required by DHEC.

The Administrator asked Council to approve the meeting dates that are held on the 2nd
Tuesday and the 4th Thursday of each month except for the 4th Thursday night in
November and the 4th Thursday night in December. Motion was made by Councilman
Foxworth, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that annually the County has to approve the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act Designation of Grant Recipient with the Pee Dee
Regional Council of Governments. Mr. Harper asked Council’s approval along with the
Chairman’s signature. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by
Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and
carried unanimously, to re-appoint Rev. Robert B. Cooper to the Pee Dee CAP Board.

Vice-Chairperson Smith wanted to know if the County had a security plan in place to
protect the courthouse in regards to the riots. Sheriff Wallace stated that SLED has been
contacted and they are following SLED guidelines.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously, to go into executive session for a legal matter.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.
Chairman Atkinson stated that no action was taken during executive session called for a
legal matter.

There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,
seconded by Councilman Floyd, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:9:58 A.M.

___________________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council






